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WEST LONDON HOSPITAL.
FRACTURE OF THE BASE OF THE SKULL: VENESECTION:

RECOVERY.
(Under the care of Mr. PAGET.)

[By JOHN MCKENZIE, M.B., B.Ch.Aberd., House-Surgeon,
West London Hospital.]

H. S., a carpenter, was brought into the West London Hos-
pital in an unconscious state at IO P.M. on the night of June
8th, i9oi, having fallen and struck his head upon the pave-
ment. He was admitted under the care of Mr. Paget. The
symptoms pointed to fracture of the base. The breathing
was stertorous, the pupils unequal, and there was bleeding
from the nose and ear. The temperature was 960. Over the
occipital region was a scalp wound one inch long. Afteradmis-
sion to the ward the patient vomited quantities of blood-
stained fluid.
On the morning of June gth the patient had recovered con-

sciousness, was quite rational, and complained of severe head-
ache. The temperature at 8.30 A.M. was 99.80. At 7.3 P.M. he
became very restless, resented any interference, and kept his
head turned away from the light. He was now irrational and
was continually trying to get out of bed. Temperature, ioo.80.
At 8 A.M. on June ioth the temperature had risen to 102.40.

The patient was again unconscious, and the breathing as-
sumed the character of Cheyne-Stokes respiration. The
knee-jerks wereabsent; the lower jaw was in constant motion
and the eyes opened with each inspiration. At 3.30 P.M. the
temperature had risen to I040; the lace was deeply congested
and the pulse of high tension.
At this stage Mr. Paget opened the median basilic vein,

and 20 ounces of blood were withdrawn. At 6 P.M. the tem-
perature had fallen to 1030.
June Iith. At 2 A.M. other 12 ounces of blood were with-

drawn. At 8 A.M. the temperature was IO' .50. Soon after-
wards the breathing became natural. Evening tempera-
ture 101.3°.
June 12th. At 8 A.M. the temperature had fallen to I00.40,

and the patient was sleeping comfortably. On the same
evening the knee-jerks were found to have returned, and
the patient could understand what was said, but was unable
to speak.
June I3th. The-patient could answer questions; complained

of bad headache; evening temperature 98.80.
June ! 17th. There began a discharge of blood-stained

cerebro-spinal fluid from the right ear; mental condition
drowsy and stupid.
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TempDerature chart of ease of fracture of the ba-se of the skuU under the care of Mr. Paget.

June 20th. The mental condition improved, and the patient
became quite rational. The discharge of cerebro-spinal fluid
continued until July I4th, when it ceased altogether.
Recovery was steady and complete, and the patient was

discharged on the 25th.
The point of interest in this case is the immediate bene-

ficial effect of blood-letting. This is strikingly shown by a
glance at the temperature chart, and affords one more in-
stance of the utility of venesection in those cases of intra-
cranial hlemorrhage which are associated with a full pulse
and high arterial tension.

REVIEWS,
OBSTETRICS.

PROFESSOR CLARENCE WEBSTER'S work on Human Placenta-
tion' is a praiseworthy attempt to deal with a difficult sub-
ject in the scientific way, that is to say, by means of careful
comparison of the results of the researches of comnpetent and
and reliable observers. It must be remembered that our
knowledge of the development and growth of the human
placenta is still most imperfect, consisting for the most part
of a fairly complete acquaintance with the structure of the
full-term organ, and of a very incomplete acquaintance with
its characters in the early months of antenatal life. We have
only isolated glimpses, as it were, of the placenta during the
great part of its life-history; it is, indeed, senile before it
commonly comes into the hands of the histologist viia the
obstetrician. For these reasons it is very difficult, even if it
were desirable, for anyone, even for one who like
Professor Webster has spent much time over the
study of individual specimens, to write authoritatively
and at the same time securely upon the subject. Any
attempt to sketch the origin and growth of the human
placenta from the early weeks of intrauterine exist-
ence up to the full term must consist largely of a piecing
together of the scattered observations of a number of his-
tologists and anatomists who used different methods and
employed different nomenclatures. It has rarely if ever
fallen to the lot of the same observer to see more than one
specimen of a human ovum in situ of less than 6 weeks in
age. Professor Webster has, therefore, had to do the best he
could with such scattered observations, comparing them with
one another and with the results of his own investigations.
The result is a work of distinct scientific value, with the
limitation that it is also a work which further investigations
are certain to modify, even if they do not disprove, many of
its conclusions. It is not easy reading, being burdened by
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